TABLE 11-1    Potentially Confounding and Effect Modifying Factors in Epidemiologic Studies of Exposure to Environmental Tobacco Smoke
Unreported active smoking
Tobacco products
Marijuana
Clove cigarettes Developmental factors
Maternal smoking during pregnancy Factors related to outdoor environment
Outdoor temperature, humidity
Respirablc and nonrespirable participates, e.g., fugitive dust
Pollens and other allergens Factors related to indoor environment
Crowding
Number and age of siblings
Total number of people/animals in dwelling unit
Total number of smokers in dwelling unit
Household conditions
Frequency of air exchanges
Temperature and humidity
Use and condition of air conditioning units
Conditions of child care facilities
Unvcnted combustion products from heating/cooking stoves
Respirable and nonrespirable particulates, e.g., wood smokes
Pollens, molds, mites
Allergens and infectious organisms
Formaldehyde Factors related to work/hobbies
Work/hobby-rclated exposure to gases, fumes, particulates Miscellaneous factors
Annoyance response to tobacco smoking
Reporting biases
Assessing Respiratory Variables
Methods commonly used to assess the effect of passive smoking an the respiratory system, such as respiratory symptom question-aaires and measurement of lung function, may lead to some error.
The problems associated with the respiratory symptom questionnaires include:
• Different questionnaires are used in studies. Differences in bow the questions are asked can sometimes lead to large differences in answers. For instance, asking "Are you a smoker?" may elicit a "No" response from an exsmoker whereas the question "Have you ever smoked?" would be answered "Yes".
